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Literature Studies
A Theme in Toni Morrison’s “Recitatif” Short Story
Theme: Race & Prejudice
Toni Morrison (18th February, 1931-5th August, 2019) is an American writer from Lorain, Ohio, in the United States. Morrison will be remembered for her investigation on the black experience (especially the black female experience) across the black society. In her short story-Recitatif- Morrison writes in a way that makes the two main characters’-Twyla &Roberta- races ambiguous to the readers. In the second paragraph, Morrison clearly shows that both Twyla & Roberta’s races differ based on the following statement by Twyla: “It was one thing to be taken out of your own bed early in the morning-it was something else to be stuck in a strange place with a girl from a whole other race.” Besides, race and prejudice is further reflected when both Twyla and Roberta compares themselves to “salt & pepper” from the way the other children called them (Morrison, 1429). With such nicknaming, Morrison creates an immediate reflection of the racial difference from ambiguous characters whereas highlighting the community’s recognition of such a racial diversity. Besides, Morrison explicitly defines the racial difference’s existence while denying those reading every character’s race specificity, especially disrupting the white invisibility’s status positioning the whites as the unmarked categorization whereby difference originates. From the removal of a racial specificity and the installation of ambiguous racial markers across the short story-Recitatif- Morrison seems to be developing a narrative whereby racial difference is not a major complication in the plot’s production, instead, systematic racism’s consequences are central to both the plot and character development’s influence across the short story. Nevertheless, Morrison shows that the consequences from racial identity remain continuous across a centered tradition on the “development, creation, and management of the white benefit, sociopolitical power, and economic wealth over almost the four centuries. 
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